
 

 

 

I am still in the process of encouraging club members to take ownerhip of as much of the magazine content as 

possible. I have been immensely grateful to David Muckle in particular for providing quality articles on subjects of 

mutual interest. I am most pleased this month to be able to present the first of another type of article; what I like 

to think of as a 'paper demo'. Dick Simpson kindly allowed himself to be press-ganged into service and produced 

this month's 'How-do-you-do . . .' which has been reproduced with no editorial input. Impressive eh?  I hope that 

you will all be fighting to produce the follow up article.                                                                                  Pete R. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Stan Lax Tel. 01642 652328 : Secretary Brian Haggath Tel. 01642 454064 

March 2015 

February 4
th  

Table-Top 

Turn-out 

Some fine variations this week with 

resin filling from Ian Robson, an 

unexplained entry from New 

Zealand (has Brian had a flying 

visit?) and Dick Simpson's tiny 

wooden heart box. Prolific turner of 

the week goes to John Basford who 

must have turned  er. . bowl saver-

ing into a fine art. Nigel and Ian are 

still competing for the 'Most 

consistent exhibitor' award. 

Stan Lax 

Nigel Coates 

Frank Bowman 

John Basford 

Ted Docherty 

Brian Lashbrook 

Dick Simpson 

Ian Robson 

 

John Basford 

D Wild  

New Zealand 

 
    

Stan Lax 

Shopping News . . . 

Boddy’s wood store has now 

ceased trading. 

They were supposed to move 

from Boroughbridge to 

Brompton on Swale but they 

went bust mid February so 

don’t go looking for them. 

Also . . . 

Axminster are opening a new 

store in North Shields in 

March. Through the Tunnel 

up to the coast road and turn 

right. Apparently it is in the 

industrial estate near Tesco. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How-do-you-do . . . a Heart Shaped Box 
In January, my wife Sheila and I received an invitation from friends for a Valentines Dinner. Whereupon Sheila said that it would 

be nice if I could make five small boxes for some heart shaped chocolates that we could give as gifts for the ladies. This set me 

thinking: Could I make a heart shaped box? After a couple of prototypes which didn't work particularly well, I finally came up with 

a method that seemed to work OK. I made the boxes from some beech from the club and some pieces of laurel and mahogany 

that I had lying around the shed, and brought one to show at the club. After quizzing me as to how I made the box, Peter Ryles 

asked me if I could make another one and take a few photos to show how it was made. At about the same time, I was thinking that 

I ought to make Sheila a bigger heart than the others, so the following is the description of how I made the bigger heart using a  

piece of ash, also from the club. 

1. Make sure the blank is square, 

then mark out front & side centre 

lines. Then mark out the heart 

shape and the box hole. Mark the 

centre of the hole on both sides of 

the blank to make sure it is square 

and correctly aligned after turning. 

2 Mark the centre for the first 

chucking point. Also mark the 

centre for the tailstock on the 

other end of the blank 

3 Draw out the hole, mount the 

blank between centres, then 

measure and note the distance 

between the centre line and the 

edge of the heart at 1 cm intervals. 

Also mark out the chucking point 

centres on each side that will be 

used to part the lid from the base 

of the box and produce the box 

hole. Note: it is important to mark 

these out accurately, otherwise the 

hole will not be correctly aligned 

with the heart shape. 

4 Using the measurements just 

taken, use a parting tool to 

establish the profile of the heart 

shape. The outline of the heart is 

on the surface and the outside 

edges will be cut away. This 

method makes it easier to make 

sure you have the correct shape at 

the middle of the outside 

5 Having established the profile, 

start to turn the heart shape. Once 

you are at this stage, remove the 

tailstock and turn end of the blank 

to the heart shape. Don't go too 

deep otherwise you will overlap 

the box hole. 

6 The heart shape has now been 

completed. You will see that I 

have cut away too much at the 

base, and I will have to move the 

centre of the box hole further 

towards the top. This is not too 

much of a problem as I still have 

the centre lines to work to. 

Sand the turned surfaces before 

parting off. 

 

7 Now fix the heart between 

centres using the centre points 

previously marked out for the box 

hole, then turn two chucking 

points to be used for holding the 

top and bottom of the box. 

8 Part off the top and bottom of 

the box as far as the diameter of 

the box hole Adjust the width to 

leave the desired depth of lip for 

the lid plus the width of your 

parting tool. Obviously try to part 

off as square and central as 

possible, but this is not too critical 

as any error can be corrected 

later. As you turn, the top of the 

heart is cut first, so it is a bit tricky 

to hit 

9 Part off the top and bottom 

completely. 

10 Using the chucking points on 

each side, turn out the box hole in 

the bottom, and a lip in the top. 

Fit the two parts together to check 

that they fit flush. If you parted off 

square,  the outside edges will fit 

together perfectly. Mine didn't, so 

I used a scraper to trim the 

surfaces square, using the edge of 

a steel rule to check for flatness. 

Make sure also that the top and 

bottom are the same thickness. 

11 Once you are happy that the 

box fits together OK, use a jam 

chuck to trim off each of the 

chucking points. 

12 Sand off the sharp edges and 

refine the shape as required. I 

used a sanding disc & holder for 

the flat parts and a finger shaped 

sander for the concave curve at 

the top of the heart (both held in 

the lathe). The rest was hand 

sanded before finishing with 

'treatex' oil. Rough sanding with 

120 grit didn't take as long as you 

might think. 

13 Insert chocolates and present 

to your heart's desire! 
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Febuary 11
th  

Table-Top Turn-out 

 

 

? 

Ian Robson 

Robbie Cooper 

Mick McGee 

Dennis Wake 

Nigel Coates 

John Basford 

Peter Ryles 

February's Pro Demo: Andy Rounthwaite RPT 

 

 

 

Andy gave us a good demo aimed at the more novice turners of 

making a salad bowl from Sweet Chestnut. He started off by showing 

how he drilled out for the screw-chuck and then went on to show 

how he shaped the outside using a variety of different cutting 

techniques with the bowl gouge including making beads in the centre 

button of the chuck recess. He stopped the lathe many times and 

gave a good explanation of his style of working and why he worked 

that way. After completing the outside he sanded off and applied 

sanding sealer and then a coat of paste wax. This was allowed to dry 

off over the tea break and then Andy started hollowing the inside 

with plenty of explanation of what he was doing. He also went on to 

demonstrate the way he sharpened a scraper with a diamond hone 

instead of grinding. He then used it to good effect to shear scrape the 

inside which was then sanded and a band of colour added inside the 

rim. The colour was made from Acetic Acid and steel wool, left to 

ferment in a plastic container. This was then lined around the inside 

which was then finished with a coat of Chestnut food safe finish and 

buffed up. After completion, Andy donated the finished bowl for 

next month's raffle prize. 

Andy provided a wealth of detailed information for the less 

experienced turners in the club and as in every demonstration  there 

were odd snippets of information  to be gleaned by those who 

thought they knew everything about turning bowls. 

David Muckle RPT and Brian Haggath 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events Diary 

March 

18th  Margaret Garrard RPT 

April 

1st AGM / Demo: Stan Lax  

15th  Andy Hall RPT 

May 

 20th  Peter Osborne RPT 

June  

17th 'Robert Sorby' 

July 

 15th  David Lowe RPT 

August 

19th  Tony Wilson RPT  

September  

16th  Gerry Marlowe RPT 

October  

21st Sue Harker RPT 

November  

18th Mick Hanbury RPT 

 

 

Annual Subs. 

The annual subs are due on 1
st

 April and will remain unchanged at 

£30 :- Brian will start accepting subs on Wed 4
th

 March and the last 

day for subs will be Wed 15
th

 April. 

Anyone not paid up by then will be deemed to  be not rejoining and 

their place will be given to someone on the waiting list. 

If anyone is not intending to rejoin please inform Brian or Stan as 

soon as possible so that we can invite someone else. We have a large 

waiting list this year. 

 

The AGM will be held on Wed 1
st

 April and will be followed by a 

demonstration by Stan Lax. The current committee members are 

willing to stand again but if anyone wishes to contest one of these jobs 

please inform Stan or Brian as soon as possible. 

 

Dave Johnston 

Band-Saw Alan 

Michael Cox 

Bailey Baldwin 

February 25
th
Table-top Turn-out  

 

Mick McGee 

Dave Muckle RPT 
Ted Docherty 

Robin Laycock- stand 

back to admire this! 

 
Ian Robson - worth a closer look! 

Axminster Update 

Brian is making his last order for 

Axminster due to too much hassle with stock. However, they are 

going to open a new store near North Shields, in the Coast Road retail 

park, from Friday 13th March. During the first two days there will be 

10% off everything (quote). They will be open 7 days a week. 

 

Club Database:-  

It is important to keep the club 

database up to date so that we can 

contact you if necessary. 

From time to time members move 

house etc and we are not 

informed. If any of the following 

info has changed during the last 

year please inform Brian 

Address 

Telephone Number 

Email address  

and most importantly – 

Emergency Contact Info. 

 


